Ryan walked in
dad’s footsteps

BY SIG CHRISTENSON
EXPRESS-NEWS STAFF WRITER

ANDREWS AFB, Md. —
Long before he dreamed of
wearing a general’s stars, Mi-
chael E. Ryan flew with his fa-
ther in a B-26 cockpit and
watched in awe as his dad put

_ the plane into a dive.

A pencil the boy had held in

--ene hand only moments before

hung in mid-air, briefly weight-
less.

“I thought that was one of
the neatest things I had ever
seen,” Ryan remembered.
“And so I was hooked at 10
years old on flying airplanes,
making the pencil float.”

In that moment, the seeds of
an unlikely milestone — the
nation’s first father and son to
each serve as Air Force chief
of staff — were sown.

The final chapter of that
story closed Thursday as the
59-year-old Ryan, a San Anto-
nio native, marked his retire-
ment before a crowd of 1,200 at
this base outside Washington.

As Vice President Dick Che-

Air Force chief h angsiu stars

ney and busloads of active-
duty and retired generals and
admirals watched along with
lawmakers and foreign digni-
taries, Ryan received the Dis-
tinguished Service Medal from
Defense  Secretary  Donald
Rumsfeld.

Gen. Henry Shelton, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, also presented an award
and flower bouquet to Ryan’s
wife, Jane.

After Ryan handed over his
command to Gen. John Jum-
per, the Air Force’s 17th chief
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took in aviation.

T think of all the
my dad left behind,
integrity — and I ha
live by it as best I could all my
life — integrity first,” Ryan said
during a recent visit to Ran-
dolph AFB. “Tell it| like it is,
don’t sugarcoat it, straight-
forward, don’t be - somebody
you're not.’

Ryan unexpectedly found
himself in the Air Force’s top
military post four years ago. He
landed the job after Gen. Ro-
nald: Fbgleman abruptly quit
with a year left in his term.

‘The  widely respéected Fogle-

man- walked ouit over Defense
Secretary ‘William Cohen’s re-:

fusal to promote Brig. Gen. Ter-

ryl Schwalier. The decision was -

made .in the wake of the 1996

bar ‘Towers military dorm com-
plex in Saudi Arabia that left 19
airmen dead.

Schwalier retlred shortly af-

ter Cohen issued a statement

concluding that the wing com-

mander failed - to adequately:

“assess the implications” of a
terronst attack on the oomplex

' -were a_serious ‘problem _ and

: mamtenance problems Just
. ‘abounded.” - -
Downslzed in the wake of the

 Cold War, the :service' was’
;" spread exorucmbngly thin

when ‘‘the - Séhate ' confirmed

Ryan on Sept. 24, 1997.
*. The problem was one of hav-:

mg more work than people, and -
stressed-out pilots, enlistees and ..
their famlhes began to quit. At
the same’ time, the boommg
economy that helped lure air-
men out of uniform also caused -
fewer civilians to join.

Ryan also faced. questions of
how to maintain an aging fleet:
of planes that ranged from the -
venerable C5 to the F-16. And if -
those problems weren’t enough,
he had to help the service win a
war with air power alone.

But Operation Allied Force,
the U.S.-led aerial assault that '
forced Serbia out of Kosovo in"
1999 without the use of ground-

troops, wasn’t a ﬂash-m the-pan ’
‘event he said. - -

“If you look back at Déeert

not having ‘to -use’ ground

forces, I don’t think is an‘anom-, stressed
-base closure round. .

aly at-all. I think 1t’s an evolu

tion.” *

During Thursday’s oeremony
Ruinsfeld hinted at dramatic -
‘changes on the horizon as Jum-
per takes over Ryan’s position. .
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,l Reprimanded 16 Air Force ofﬁcers.
‘including two generals, when the
‘mllutary plane carrying Commerce
Secretary Ron Brown crashed i |n
Croatia i in: 1996.

M Sworn in as chief of staff of the: -
Air Force i October 1997 -~ .7
B Remains only Air Force chief of
staff to have followed in his father's
footsteps {Gen. John D. Ryan held
same position from 1969 to 1973.). :»
W Holds t

MAIOR U s KWARDS AND DECORATlONS

& Distinguished Service Medal

M Legion of Merit with two oak leaf
clusters

8 Distinguished Flying Cross

# Meritorious Service Medal with
two oak leaf clusters

M Air Force Commendation Medal
with two oak leaf clusters

rank of four-star general. 4 bi

M Vietnam Service Medal with three m

service stars

# Air Medal with 11 oak leaf clusters
Sources: The Associated Press, the New York Times

and the U.S. Air Force (www.af.mil)

He noted that Americans are
“living in a period of transition,
when the threats of the Cold
War have receded and the new
-challenges. of ‘the ‘91st century
have not yet fully emerged.”

' One Pentagon plan floated re-

. ‘cently; sould -cut an entire Air
,“I'broe wing, with about 72 air-
Storm, which was. a ‘massive". .
use of air power, for tpe*ma,]or,
: ;1ty of the tlmealrpower'Was
terrorist “bortibing ‘at .the Kho- thé “engay i

Ryan seu(lhe .wouldn’t obJect

his desmeto see a new

" The Senate has rece1ved legis-
latlon from Rumsfeld calling for
‘more base closures. While the
‘proposal has gotten lukewarm

support, Ryan said he expects it
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to win cangressional approval.

Pentagon observers point to :
Ryan’s efforts in developing the :
Aerospace Expeditionary Force ;

as one of his lasting legacies, *

Dubbed AEE it targets -cer-
tain units for service in over-’
seas operations and limits the

: length of assignments. The idea;

is to make deployments predict
able and relatively brief so fam
ilies won't be strained. e

Air Force Secretary James
Roche cited Ryan’s role in de”.
veloping the concept, as did

Rumsfeld, who said, “the legacy

of this smart, tough leader will
be measured  for decades

come in lives saved and victo: {™

ries won.”
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